
ROY PALMER DOMENICO 

 
EDUCATION 
Rutgers University, Ph.D., 1987    Modern European History 
University of Connecticut, M.A., 1979    Modern European History 
University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee, B.A., 1977, Honors      History, Italian Studies, 
        International Relations 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 
Professor 
2005-present      The University of Scranton, Scranton, PA 
Associate Professor   
1999-2005     The University of Scranton, Scranton, PA 
Assistant Professor  
1997-1999      The University of Scranton, Scranton, PA 
1992-1997                          Truman State University, Kirksville, MO   
1987-1992                   Upsala College, East Orange, NJ 
1986-1987       Moore College of Art, Philadelphia, PA (visiting) 
Instructor 
1984-1986    Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ 
 
BOOKS, CHAPTERS AND PEER-EVALUATED ARTICLES: 

The Devil and the Dolce Vita. Catholic Attempts to Save Italy’s Soul, 1948-1974 
(Washington, D.C.: The Catholic University of America Press, 2021). 
 
Encyclopedia of Modern Christian Politics, 1789-present Edited with Mark Hanley, (Westport, 
Ct.: Greenwood Press, 2006). 

 
The Regions of Italy, A Reference Guide to History and Culture (Westport, Ct.: Greenwood 
Press, 2002). 

 
 Remaking Italy in the Twentieth Century (Lanham, Md.: Rowman and Littlefield, 2002). 
 

Italian Fascists on Trial, 1943-1948 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1991).  
Winner of 1992 Helen and Howard R. Marraro Prize from the Society for Italian Historical 
Studies.  Translated with some revisions and published in Italy as Processo ai fascisti 1943-
1948: Storia di un'epurazione che non c'è stata (Milan: Rizzoli, 1996).  

  
“Forum Review Essay” on David I. Kertzer, The Pope at War. The Secret History of Pius XII, 
Mussolini, and Hitler. New York: Random House, 2022, in The Catholic Historical Review, 
v.109 (4), Autumn, 2023, pp.31-46. 
 
“’An Embassy to a Golf Course?’  Conundrums on the Road to the United States’ Diplomatic 
Representation to the Holy See, 1784-1984” in Roman Catholicism in the United States. A 
Thematic History, edited by Margaret McGuinness and James Fisher, New York: Fordham 
University Press, 2019. 
 
“Forward” for special issue on “Catholics, Media and Society in the Postwar Era” for Annali di 
scienze religiose (14) 2021. 
 



“Forum Essay” (concerning David Kertzer’s The Pope and Mussolini: The Secret History of 
Pius XI and the Rise of Fascism in Europe – with Kevin P. Spicer, Lucia Ceci, Raffaella Perin, 
Robert Ventresca and David Kertzer) the Catholic Historical Review CII (4) Autumn 2016. 
 
“Sex, Scandal and Catholic Politics during Italy's Dolce Vita” in Scandal! An Interdisciplinary 
Approach to the Consequences, Outcomes, and Significance of Political Scandals edited by 
Alison Dagnes and Mark Sachleben (New York: Bloomsbury Press, 2014). 

 
“Gedda, il laicato e la cultura cattolica negli anni Cinquanta” in Luigi Gedda nella storia della 
chiesa e del paese edited by Ernesto Preziosi (Rome: A.V.E., 2013). 

  
“‘For the Cause of Christ Here in Italy.’ Evangelical America's Holy Mission in Italy and the 
Cultural Ambiguities of the Cold War." Diplomatic History 29 (4) September 2005. 

 
"The Many Meanings of Anti-Fascism."  The Journal of Modern Italian Studies 4(1) 1999. 

 
"America, the Holy See and the War in Vietnam." in Peter Kent and John Pollard, eds., Papal 
Diplomacy in the Modern Age (New York: Praeger, 1994). 

 
"Anglo-americani e partigiani sulla Linea Gotica: il caso del Patriots Branch." in AA.VV., Al di 
qua e al di là della Linea Gotica (Bologna-Florence: Regioni Emilia-Romagna-Toscana, 1993). 

 
CURRENT PROJECTS: 

Italy’s War at Home, The Fronte Interno 1940-1945.  Project with Fordham University Press 
series on Home Fronts in World War Two directed by Kurt Piehler of Florida State University.  
The manuscript has passed peer review and I am currently revising some parts for 
publication. 
 
“’Two Worlds’: Italian-American Cultural Relations and Exchanges during the Cold War.”   
 

POSITIONS, HONORARIA, AWARDS ETC. 
"Distinguished Achievement Award for Teaching" from the American Catholic Historical 
Association, 2014. 
Translator: Guido Ambrogi, Saints in Rome, A Sait for Each Day of the Jubilee Year, Lecce, 
Italy: Youcanprint, 2024. 
Executive Secretary, Society for Italian Historical Studies, 2013 - 2022. 

 Chair, The University of Scranton History Department, 2009 – 2015; 2021-2024. 
 Executive Council, American Catholic Historical Association, 2010 -2013. 
 President, Society for Italian Historical Studies, 2007-2009. 
 Fulbright Scholar Program, “Senior Research Award” recipient for Italy, Spring 2005. 

Society for Italian Historical Studies Helen and Howard R. Marraro Prize for Italian Fascists 
on Trial, 1943-1948.  Presented at A.H.A. Meeting, Washington, D.C. 1992. 
Co-president, Missouri Conference on History, 1996-1997. 

 
MANUSCRIPT AND PROPOSAL REVIEWER  

Cambridge University Press, Yale University Press, CONFIN (Italian National Research Council 
for research proposal evaluation), The University of Kansas Press, University Press of 
America, Fordham University Press, Temple University Press, Praeger, Westview Press, 
Palgrave Macmillan Press, Modern American History, The Catholic Historical Review, The 
Historian. 
 



PRIZE AND FELLOWSHIP EVALUATIONS  
American Catholic Historical Association “Distinguished Teaching Award” Committee (2018),  
John Gilmary Shea Prize Committee of the American Catholic Historical Association (2016), 
Council on Library and Information Resources – Mellon Dissertation Fellowships (2011-
2013), Willi Paul Adams Award of the Organization of American Historians (2006, 2013), 
Thelen Prize of the Organization of American Historians (2007), Howard Marraro Prize for 
unpublished manuscripts of the Society for Italian Historical Studies (2005, 2006), Marraro 
Book Prize for SIHS (2013, 2014).  Marraro Book Prize for ACHA (2015).  

 
OTHER WORKS: 

“Konrad Adenauer,” “Papal Elections,” “Christian Democracy,” “Adowa, Battle of,” and “Non 
Licet”:  Entries in The New Catholic Encyclopedia Robert Fastiggi, ed., (Farmington Hills, 
Michigan: Thomson/Gale, 2010). 

 
"John Paul II." Essay in The Great Popes Through History, An Encyclopedia. Frank Coppa, ed., 
(Westport, Ct.: Greenwood Press, 2003). 

 
“Giuseppe Bastianini,” “Guido Buffarini-Guidi,” “Ugo Cavallero,” “Ettore Muti,” “Mario 
Roatta,” “Invasion of Normandy,” “Invasion of Sicily,” “Purges,” “Attack on Pearl Harbor,” 
“Schio Massacre,” “Verona Trials.” Entries in Dizionario di Fascismo Victoria De Grazia and 
Sergio Luzzatto, eds., (Turin: Einaudi, 2002).  

 
"John Paul I," "Opus Dei," "ad limina visits," "Acta Apostolicae Sedis," and "Far East, Vatican 
and," Entries in Encyclopedia of the Vatican and the Papacy Frank Coppa, ed., (Westport, Ct.: 
Greenwood Press, 1999).   

 
"Renzo De Felice."  Entry in Encyclopedia of Historians and Historical Writing, Kelly King 
Boyd, ed., (London and Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn Publishers, 1999). 

 
"The Popes and America." Entry in The Encyclopedia of American Catholic History Michael 
Glazier and Thomas Shelley, eds., (Collegeville, Minn.: The Liturgical Press, 1997). 

 
"Alcide De Gasperi." Entry in Research Guide to European Historical Biography, 1500- 
(Washington, D.C.: Beacham Publishing, 1992). 

 
"The Institutional Question in Italy, 1944-1946." in Proceedings of the Thirteenth European 
Studies Conference (Omaha, Nebraska: 1988). 

 
 
REVIEW ARTICLES  

 
The Pope at War. The Secret History of Pius XII, Mussolini, and Hitler by David Kertzer, in 
Church History 92 (4) December 2023. 
 
The Popes against the Protestants, The Vatican and Evangelical Christianity in Fascist Italy 
by Kevin Madigan, in Journal of Church and State (forthcoming). 
 

Holy War: The Untold Story of Catholic Italy’s Crusade Against the Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
by Ian Campbell, in Church History 91 (3) September 2022. 
 



Italy through the Red Lens. Italian Politics and Society in Communist Propaganda Films 
(1946-79) by Gianluca Fantoni, in Quaderni d’Italianistica. 

 
The Age of Secularism by Augusto del Noce, edited and translated by Carlo Lancellotti, in 

 Quaderni d’Italianistica, V.41, n.2, 2020. 
 
 U.S.-Vatican Relations, 1975-1980: A Diplomatic Study by Peter Sarros in American 
 Catholic Studies Winter 2020. 
 

Confronting America: The Cold War between the United States and the Communists in 
France and Italy by Alessandro Brogi in Journal of Cold War Studies Vo.22 (1) Winter 2020. 

 
Pio XI nella crisi europea // Pius XI. im Kontext der europäischen Krise. Atti del Collo quio di 
Villa Vigoni, 4–6 maggio 2015 // Beiträge zum Villa Vigoni—Gespräch, 4–6. Mai 2015. 
Edited by Raffaella Perin, in Catholic Historical Review Summer 2018. 

 
 The Politics of Everyday Life in Fascist Italy. Outside the State? edited by Joshua Arthurs, 
 Michael Ebner and Kate Ferris in Cultural and Social History (UK) Vol.15, n.5 (2018). 
 
 The Pope's Dilemma: Pius XII Faces Atrocities and Genocide in the Second World War by 
 Jacques Kornberg in The American Historical Review 123 (1) February 2018. 
 
 Giuseppe Dossetti e le Officine bolognesi. By Paolo Prodi in the Catholic Historical Review 
 v.CIII (1) Winter 2017. 
 
 Riti di Guerra: Religione e politica nell’Europa della Grande Guerra. By Sante Lesti in the 
 Catholic Historical Review CII (4) Autumn 2016. 
 

The Pope and Mussolini: The Secret History of Pius XI and the Rise of Fascism in Europe by 
David Kertzer in The American Historical Review 120 (4) October 2015. 
 
A Bridge Across the Ocean: The United States and the Holy See Between the Two World Wars 
by Luca Castagna in American Catholic Studies v.26 n.3, Fall 2015. 
 
The United States, Italy and the Origins of Cold War: Waging Political Warfare by Kaeten 
Mistry in Journal of Cold War Studies 17 (4) Fall 2015. 

 
Cattolici e fascisti: La Santa sede e la politica italiana all’alba del regime (1919-1925) by 
Alberto Guasco in The Catholic Historical Review C (3) Summer 2014. 
 
L’interesse superiore: Il Vaticano e l’Italia di Mussolini by Lucia Ceci in The Catholic Historical 
Review v.C (2) Spring 2014. 

 
Soldier of Christ: The Life of Pope Pius XII by Robert Ventresca in The Journal of Church and 
State V 56 (3) Summer 2014. 
 
Hitler, Mussolini and the Vatican. Pope Pius XI and the Speech that was never made by 
Emma Fattorini in The American Historical Review 118 (3) 2013. 
 
Cattolici a sinistra. Dal modernismo ai giorni nostri by Daniela Saresella in the Catholic 
Historical Review XCVIII (4) October 2012. 



 
Mass Culture and Italian Society from Fascism to the Cold War by David Forgacs and 
Stephen Gundle in Modern Italy V.17, n.3 2012.   

 
War, Massacre and Recovery in Central Italy, 1943-1948 by Victoria Belco in The American 
Historical Review 116 (4) 2011. 
 
Giuseppe Dossetti: La fede e la storia. Studi nel decennale della morte. Edited by Alberto 
Melloni in The Catholic Historical Review XCVII (1) January 2011. 

 
Evicted from Eternity, The Restructuring of Modern Rome by Michael Herzfeld in Forum 
Italicum v.XLIIII n.1, Spring 2010. 

 
Woodrow Wilson and the American Myth in Italy: Culture,  Diplomacy, and War 
Propaganda. By Daniela Rossini and translated by Anthony Shugaar in Diplomatic History 
V.32, n.2, April 2010.  
 
Giudicare e punire, I processi per crimini di Guerra tra diritto e politica. Edited by Luca 
Baldissara and Paolo Pezzino in The Journal of Modern Italian Studies 14 (4), 2009.  

 
Rosmini: Conoscere e credere, Storia della Causa. By Claudio Massimiliano Papa in The 
Catholic Historical Review XCV (2) April 2009. 

 
 Pio XII: Eugenio Pacelli: un uomo sul trono di Pietro by Andrea Tornielli in The Catholic 
 Historical Review XCIV (4) October 2008.8 
 
 Don Bosco, His Pope and His Bishop by Arthur J. Lenti in The Catholic Historical Review 
 XCIII (4) October, 2007. 

 
La Riforma agraria in Italia e gli Stati Uniti: Guerra fredda, Piano Marshall e interventi per il 
Mezzogiorno negli anni del centrismo degasperiano by Emanuele Bernardi in The Journal of 
American History March 2007. 

 
Italy from Revolution to Republic. 1700 to the Present by Spencer M. Di Scala in Italica 83, 
June 2006. 

 
Luigi Sturzo a Londra: Carteggi e documenti (1925-1946) Giovanna Ferrell-Vinay, ed. In The 
Catholic Historical Review XCI (3) 2005. 

 
Cattolicesimo e totalitarianismo. Chiese e culture religiose tra le due guerre mondiali (Italia, 
Spagna, Francia).  Daniele Menozzi and Renato Moro, eds., in The Catholic Historical Review 
XCI (4) 2005. 

 
Rome in America: Transnational Catholic Ideology from the Risorgimento to Fascism by Peter 
R. D’Agostino in The Journal of American History June 2005. 

 
European Christian Democracy, Historical Legacies and Comparative Perspectives Edited by 
Thomas Kselman and Joseph A. Buttigieg in The Catholic Historical Review, XC (2)  2004. 

 
Italy and Its Discontents. Family, Civil Society, State: 1980-2001 by Paul Ginsborg in The 
Journal of Modern Italian Studies, 9 (2) 2004. 



 
 L’Alleato scomodo by Mario Del Pero in The Journal of American History 90 (1) 2003. 
 

After the War. Violence, Justice, Continuity and Renewal in Italian Society Edited by Jonathan 
Dunnage in The Journal of Modern Italian Studies 7 (2) 2002 . 

 
Under His Very Windows. Pius XII, the Catholic Church and the Holocaust in Italy by Susan 
Zuccotti in The American Historical Review 106 (5) 2001. 

 
Giuseppe Dossetti. Prime prospettive e ipotesi di ricerca edited by Giuseppe Alberigo in The 
Catholic Historical Review  LXXXVI (1) 2000. 

 
I Conti del fascismo, L'epurazione in Italia, 1943-1948 by Hans Woller in The Journal of 
Modern Italian Studies 4 (3) 1999. 

 
Political Catholicism in Europe, 1918-1965, Tom Buchanan and Martin Conway, eds. in The 
Catholic Historical Review LXXXIV (2) 1998. 

 
Classe, partito, nazione. Alle origini della democrazia italiana, 1919-1948 by Simone Neri 
Serneri in The Journal of Modern Italian Studies 2 (3) 1997.  

 
Pope John Paul II: The Biography by Tad Szulc in Social Science and Modern Society 33 (5) 
1996. 

 
‘Con tutte le forze’: I nodi della fede cristiana oggi. Omaggio a Giuseppe Dossetti, Angelina 
and Giuseppe Alberigo, eds. in The Catholic Historical Review  LXXX (2) 1994. 

 
From Ally to Enemy, The Enigma of Fascist Italy in French Diplomacy, 1920-1940 by William 
Shorrock in The European Studies Journal 7(2) 1990. 

 
Chiese italiane e Concilio: esperienze pastorali nella chiesa italiana tra Pio XII e Paolo VI 
Giuseppe Alberigo, ed. in The Catholic Historical Review LXXVI (2) 1990. 

 
 Aldo Moro by Giorgio Campanini in The Catholic Historical Review LXXV (2) 1989. 
 
PAPERS DELIVERED SINCE 2010 
 

“Pope Pius XII and World War II: Roundtable on David Kertzer’s The Pope at War.”  Chair: Roy 
Domenico, University of Scranton, Comment: David Kertzer, Brown University Speakers: Suzanne 
Brown-Fleming, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Martin R. Menke, Rivier College, Mark 
Edward Ruff, Saint Louis University. ACHA Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA., 2024. 

 
“Italy’s War at Home: The Fronte Interno, 1940-1945,” paper delivered by invitation at 
Florida State University’s Institute on World War II and the Human Experience, Tallahassee, 
Fla., February 23, 2022.  
 
“Italy’s Imperial March to Ethiopia,” paper delivered by invitation at Fitchburg State 
University, Massachusetts, January 25, 2022.  
 
“Italian Catholicism’s Impossible Courtship with Rossellini,” paper delivered at American 
Historical Association meeting, Chicago, IL, January 5, 2019. 
 



“The Devil and the Dolce Vita: The Catholic Cultural Project in Italy, 1948-1974,” paper 
delivered at the 16th annual ATINER Conference, Athens, Greece, July, 2018. 
 
“Italian Catholics Confront Divorce: 1954-1974,” paper delivered at the joint American 
Historical Association/American Catholic Historical Association meeting, Washington, D.C.,  
January 5, 2018.  Chaired panel on Christian Democracy and Italian Catholicism at same 
conference.  
 
“The Holy See and the American Threat during the Cold War,” paper delivered at the joint 
American Historical Association/American Catholic Historical Association meeting, New 
Orleans, La., January 3-6, 2013.  
 
“Catholics, the Dolce Vita and the Montesi Scandal,” paper delivered at conference on 
scandals, Shippensburg University, Shippensburg, PA., June 21-22, 2012. 

 
“The Twin Challenge of Communism and Secularism in Italy, 1948-1965” at the 

 interdisciplinary “Cold War Cultures” Conference at the University of Texas at Austin  in 
 October, 2010.   
 
 “Secularism, Secularization and Catholic Politics in Italy, 1948-1974” American 
 Catholic Historical Association Meeting at Princeton University, March 13, 2010.  
 
 “Alexander De Grand and Understanding Italy beyond Fascism” American Historical 
 Association annual meeting, San Diego, CA., January 9, 2010. 
 
  


