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Patricia O’Connell Killen, Ph.D.

Patricia O’Connell Killen is Academic Vice President and Professor of Religious Studies at Gonzaga 
University in Spokane, Washington.    Previously she taught and held administrative positions at Pacific 
Lutheran University in Tacoma, Washington, and at Loyola University of Chicago.  She earned her M.A. 
and Ph.D. in Religious Studies from Stanford University.  Her scholarship and teaching are in 19th and 
20th century Christianity in North America, with an emphasis on Catholicism and regional religion, 
specifically Christianity in the Pacific Northwest.  Among her publications, she is the author of “The 
Geography of a Religious Minority: Roman Catholicism in the Pacific Northwest,” U.S. Catholic 
Historian (2000); the primary editor of Religion and Public Life in the Pacific Northwest: The ‘None’ 
Zone (2004); and co-editor of a volume forthcoming from the University of Washington Press, “Politics, 
People and Place in the Pacific Northwest Through the Letters of A.M.A. Blanchet, Bishop of Walla 
Walla and Nesqualy, 1846-1879.”  Killen is a recipient of the American Academy of Religion Teaching 
Excellence Award (2006); the Paul Bator Memorial Award from the Canadian Catholic Historical 
Association (2001), and the Elizabeth Seton Medal from the College of Mount St. Joseph, Cincinnati 
(1999). 
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